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Men ', and underneath it ' Calamities '; on the other side was written ' In the language of the gods ', and underneath ' Blessings '. I found the intrinsic value of this weight to be much greater than I imagined, for it overpowered Health, Wealth, Good Fortune, and many other weights, which were much more ponderous in my hand than the other.
There is a saying among the Scotch, that an ounce of mother is worth a pound of clergy; I was sensible of the truth of this saying when I saw the difference between the weight of Natural Parts and that of Learning. The observation which I made upon these two weights opened to me a new field of discoveries, for notwithstanding the weight of Natural Parts was much heavier than that of Learning, I observed that it weighed an hundred times heavier than it did before, when I put Learning into the same scale with it. I made the same observation upon Faith and Morality 1; for notwithstanding the latter outweighed the former separately, it received a thousand times more additional weight from its conjunction with the former than what it had by itself. This odd phenomenon showed itself in other particulars, as in Wit and Judgment, Philosophy and Religion, Justice and Humanity, Zeal and Charity, Depth of Sense and Perspicuity of Style, with innumerable other particulars, too long to be mentioned in this paper.
As a dream seldom fails of dashing seriousness with impertinence, mirth with gravity, methought I made several other experiments of a more ludicrous nature, by one of which I found that an English octavo was very often heavier than a French folio; and by another, that an old Greek or Latin author weighed down a whole library of moderns. Seeing one of my Spectators lying by me, I laid it into one of the scales, and flung a twopenny piece into the other. The reader will not inquire into the event if he remembers the first trial which I have recorded in this paper 2. I afterwards threw both the se?es into the
l No. 459.                                2 See No. 445.